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1. NEASC Accreditation:  The NEASC site visit was a great success.  Hearing from Dr. 

Graham, who reports that the exit interview went well, and the team was impressed 

overall.  We will receive a draft report in mid to late June with time to respond for errors 

and a published report in the fall. Many thanks to Leo Sakellarion and Cheryl Gallagher 

for the organization and leadership throughout these past four years and these last few 

months preparing for the visit.   

 

2. Rotary Club:  The Rotary Club of Nashoba Valley is grateful to the Nashoba Regional 

School District for assistance with the Purple Pinkie Day 2014.  The students donated 

$1538 to vaccinate children against polio in developing countries.  The Bill and Melinda 

Foundation will match these contributions two for one, resulting in $4600 raised and 

4600 children vaccinated against this disease.    

 

3. NASHOBA Invited to Share SPED Strategies:  Nashoba Regional School District has 

been invited to participate in an upcoming project of the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education (ESE) on identification and placement for students with disabilities. 

The ESE Office of Special Education Planning and Policy (SEPP) hosted a forum on 

Wednesday, March 11th. The forum, titled Successful Practices and Challenges in the 

Identification and Placement of Low Income Students with Disabilities, is focused on 1) 

establishing an understanding of the determining factors for the special education 

identification and placement of low income students with disabilities and 2) developing 

effective tools, technical assistance and resources to support all Massachusetts districts 

to improve outcomes for students with disabilities.  This work stems from recent 

research findings about special education in the Commonwealth.  Nashoba was 

identified as having a substantially separate placement rate that is either lower than or 

close to the state average, suggesting best practice.  Nashoba’s rate for low income 

student identification is markedly higher than the state average, however, suggesting 

challenges. This analysis is based on 2013-2014 data.  The attached district-specific 

summary sheet provides the actual percentages and rates, for your reference.  DESE is 

seeking input regarding determining factors for identification and placement is critical to 

the success of this activity.  Ms. Conte and Dr. Graham along with Kerri O’Donnell, 

Lauren Mahoney and Jodi Specht attended, sharing strategies that work.   

 

4. Community Reading Day:  Mary Rowlandson Elementary School is hosting the 

Community Reading Day on March 13th.  This is a wonderful annual event bringing in 

guest readers from across the community of NASHOBA to read to our students.  

 

5. Parent Teacher Conferences:  Parent Teacher Conferences are being held on 

Thursday, March 12th and Friday, March 13th, for PK -8 only.  High School has a regular 

day. 


